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7th and 8th Grade Competitive Drama

Lesson: April 16, 2020

Objective/Learning Target: 

Th 8.1.a   Memorizes lines as needed for a performance 



QUICKWRITE: On a seperate piece 
of paper, please respond to the 

following question.

What is a mnemonic device?

1 minute timer

Quickwrite Expectations
● Focus on your paper.
● Write for the entire time
● Do not worry about 

spelling, grammar, or 
punctuation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9jQBN4Dfug


Background

What is a mnemonic device?

In other words, it is anything that is to assist 
in you memory.



Do you currently use any mnemonic devices?

The Great Lakes HOMES

Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie, Superio 

Order of the planets: My Very Excited Mother Just Served Us Nachos

Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune

Columbus History:

In fourteen hundred ninety-two, Columbus sailed the ocean blue

Any others that you remember?



First Letter Mnemonic Device

For this memorization technique, you will need a 
separate piece of paper and something to write 
with.  

You will only be working on lines 16-20.  Remember 
we are doing this to narrow down the best 
memorization technique for you. 

You will be working with lines 

1) Write down the first letter for each word.

2) Be sure to include the punctuation. 



Activity Directions & Practice

Demonstration of how to use first letter mnemonic 
device.  

Let’s see how actor Lauren Tothero puts this 
memorization technique into action!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbe1-oHnR6k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbe1-oHnR6k


Self Assessment: Prep Script & 1st Letters

1) Circle the first letter of each word in lines 16-20.

2) Write the first letters and punctuation onto a 
seperate piece of paper.  

For practice, go over this quick 

and short script!



Practice

Using only your 1st letters paper, go 
through your script. Refer back to 
instructional video for clarification.   

Do not spend more than 10 minutes on 
lines 16-20.

Time to practice!  

10 minute timer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAHKP313P2I


Additional Resources

Need to be inspired?

Click here to hear why actors choose to act.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ul_wE953yPQ

